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At the very moment when Napoleon was becoming
reconciled with King Joseph, he heard of the defec-
tion of King Murat. Curiously enough, there were
at that time two Queens of the Two Sicilies, one by
divine right, the other by right of Napoleon's con-
quests ; both were named Caroline. One was a sister
of Marie Antoinette, the other the sister of the Em-
peror Napoleon. Well, of these two Queens, the
one of whom the Emperor had reason to approve
was the sister of Marie Antoinette. While Caroline,
Murat's wife, was already thinking of siding with
Austria, against her own brother, the other Caroline
took pains to send Napoleon word in good season.
June 8, 1813, the Count of Narbonne, the French
Ambassador at Vienna, had written to the Duke of
Bassano, at that time Minister of Foreign Affairs:
" I must inform you of the arrival of an agent of the
former Queen of Naples, the mother-in-law of the
Emperor^ of Austria. He has orders to come to an
understanding with the French Ambassador, and is
to give me a memorandum of everything that he has
seen, of everything with which he is charged. . . .
This man, who brings, as it were, credentials from
the Queen, talks of nothing but the hate of the Eng-
lish in Sicily and Malta, of the ways of driving them
out, and forces me, by everything that he says, to
recall to your attention what I had the honor of lay-
ing before you with regard to Prince CariatL" This
Prince was aide-de-camp of King Murat; he had
aroused the suspicions of the Count of Narbonne,